FOURTH QUARTER 2010 PUBLIC INFORMATION AND 
EDUCATION MINI-GRANTS 

The Nebraska Academy of Sciences, Inc. received eleven applications totaling $29,643 for the fourth quarter 2010 Public Information and Education Mini-grants funded by the Nebraska Environmental Trust.  Grant applications were submitted by:  
UNL Board of Regents – Invasive Plant and Insect Field Guide; UNL Board of Regents – North American Invasive Plant Ecology and Management Short Course; Nebraska Water Environment Association – World Wide Monitoring Day 2011; Pheasants Forever – Prescribed Burn Workshops; Nebraska Bird Partnership – Building Capacity for Bird Conservation Education in Nebraska; Steven McFadden – The Call of the Land: An Agrarian Primer for the 21st Century; Nebraska Cattlemen and Sand County Foundation – Leopold Conservation Award Program; Raptor Recovery Nebraska, INC. – The Care and Mgt of Captive Raptors Workshop; First United Methodist Church – Jane Goodall & Environmental Photography; Friends of Extension and 4-H in Douglas/Sarpy County – Environmental Literacy – Platte River System; and Nebraska Alliance for Conservation and Environment Education – Nebraska Environmental Literacy Program.

Applications were reviewed at the PIE review meeting on October 20th, 2010 and recommendations to fully approve four grants and partially approve one grant were forwarded to the Nebraska Academy of Sciences Executive Committee.  Final approval of five grants was discussed at the NAS Executive Committee meeting on December 4th and following confirmation by the Nebraska Environmental Trust, grant recipients were notified in late December.  A total of $12,000 was awarded for the fourth quarter of 2010.

Grants were awarded to UNL Board of Regents – North American Invasive Plant Ecology and Management Short Course, $3000; Nebraska Water Environment Association – World Wide Monitoring Day 2011, $1900; Pheasants Forever – Prescribed Burn Workshops, $3000; Nebraska Bird Partnership – Building Capacity for Bird Conservation Education in Nebraska, $2985; and Nebraska Alliance for Conservation and Environment Education – Nebraska Environmental Literacy Program, $1115.

The Nebraska Environmental Public Information and Education MiniGrant Program  awards MiniGrants of up to $3,000 each, to support the presentation and dissemination of information and perspectives that will stimulate enhanced environmental stewardship in any category eligible for Nebraska Environmental Trust (NET) funding.  These categories are habitat, surface and ground water, waste management, air quality, and soil management.  The grant expands dialogue on important current conservation topics and provides information on emerging or highly useful conservation methods.  All Nebraska individuals, private organizations, and public entities are eligible to apply for these funds.  Due to a gap in grant funding there will not be any grants awarded in the first quarter of 2011.  The second quarter 2011 grant deadline is tentatively scheduled for April 8th, 2011.  Grant forms and information can be found on our website, www.neacadsci.org.  Click on Information and then click on PIE Grants.  

The Nebraska Legislature created the Nebraska Environmental Trust in 1992. Using revenue from the Nebraska Lottery, the Trust has provided over $157 million in grants to 1,231 projects across the state. Anyone – citizens, organizations, communities, farmers and businesses – can apply for funding to protect habitat, improve water quality and establish recycling programs in Nebraska. The Nebraska Environmental Trust works to preserve, protect and restore our natural resources for future generations.  http://www.environmentaltrust.org/																			[image: NETlogo_color]
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