SECOND QUARTER 2011 PUBLIC INFORMATION AND 
EDUCATION MINI-GRANTS 

The Nebraska Academy of Sciences, Inc. received eight applications totaling $20,360 for the second quarter 2011 Public Information and Education Mini-grants funded by the Nebraska Environmental Trust.  Grant applications were submitted by:  
Sara Cooper, Academic Advisor-Environmental Studies – Garden Thesis Group Community Gardens; Sara Cooper – SustaiNu; Keep Omaha Beautiful – Native Grass Restoration; Grand Island Clean Community System – Recycling /Waste Reduction at Husker Harvest Days 2011; Children and Nature in Our Parks – Transporting Our Children Into the Out-of-Doors; WasteCap Nebraska, INC. – The Business Case for Sustainability; Nebraska Game and Parks Commission – Western Nebraska Park Naturalist Program Expansion; and Panhandle Research Integration for Discovery Education Weed Management Area – Scotch Thistle and Houndstongue Demonstration Plots and Education.
 
Applications were reviewed at the PIE review meeting on May 12th, 2011 and recommendations to fully fund four grants were forwarded to the Nebraska Academy of Sciences Executive Committee.  Final approval of four grants was discussed at the NAS Executive Committee meeting on June 4th and following confirmation by the Nebraska Environmental Trust, grant recipients were notified in mid June.  A total of $8,780 was awarded for the second quarter of 2011.

Grants were awarded to Sara Cooper, Academic Advisor-Environmental Studies – Garden Thesis Group Community Gardens, $780; Children and Nature in Our Parks – Transporting Our Children Into the Out-of-Doors, $3000; Nebraska Game and Parks Commission – Western Nebraska Park Naturalist Program Expansion, $3000; and Panhandle Research Integration for Discovery Education Weed Management Area – Scotch Thistle and Houndstongue Demonstration Plots and Education, $2000.
 
The Nebraska Environmental Public Information and Education MiniGrant Program  awards MiniGrants of up to $3,000 each, to support the presentation and dissemination of information and perspectives that will stimulate enhanced environmental stewardship in any category eligible for Nebraska Environmental Trust (NET) funding.  These categories are habitat, surface and ground water, waste management, air quality, and soil management.  The grant expands dialogue on important current conservation topics and provides information on emerging or highly useful conservation methods.  All Nebraska individuals, private organizations, and public entities are eligible to apply for these funds.  The third quarter grant deadline is July 8th, 2011.  Grant forms and information can be found on our website, www.neacadsci.org.  Click on Information and then click on PIE Grants.  

The Nebraska Legislature created the Nebraska Environmental Trust in 1992. Using revenue from the Nebraska Lottery, the Trust has provided over $157 million in grants to 1,231 projects across the state. Anyone – citizens, organizations, communities, farmers and businesses – can apply for funding to protect habitat, improve water quality and establish recycling programs in Nebraska. The Nebraska Environmental Trust works to preserve, protect and restore our natural resources for future generations.  http://www.environmentaltrust.org/																			[image: NETlogo_color]
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