1STQUARTER 2010 PUBLIC INFORMATION AND EDUCATION MINI-GRANTS

The Nebraska Academy of Sciences, Inc. received 13 applications totaling $34,830.00 for the first quarter 2010 Public Information and Education Mini-grants funded by the Nebraska Environmental Trust.  Grant applications were submitted by:  Wildcat Audubon and Wildcat Hills Initiative – A Field Guide-Wildflowers of the Wildcat Hills; Sheridan Elementary School in Lincoln – Nature Explore Outdoor Classroom; A. Jewell Schock Museum of Natural History at Wayne State College – Celebration & Digital Histories of the Verdigris Bazile Creek Watersheds; Pheasants Forever – State Habitat Meeting; Nebraska Alliance for Conservation & Environmental Education – Improving Accessibility to Environmental Opportunities and Resources; Board of Regents, UNL – Youth Energy Camps: Engaging Youth in Energy Issues; Nebraska Grazing Lands Coalition – NE Sandhills Grazing Systems & Grassland Bird Diversity; WasteCap Nebraska – Green Ambassador Program; Nebraska Weed Control Association – Nebraska Weed Awareness Campaign; Nebraska Wildlife Rehab, INC. Underwood Hills Focus School Outdoor Science Classroom & Habitat Education Program; Center for Faith Studies at Countryside Community Church – The Wild Without, The Wild Within; Friends of Heron Haven – A Sound System for the Classroom at the Heron Haven Nature Center; Niobrara High School – Outdoor Education Facility.  First quarter recipients will be announced after March 6th and information will be posted on the Nebraska Academy of Sciences website. 

Four grants were awarded to the Nebraska Alliance for Conservation and Environmental Education - $2875, Wildcat Audubon and Wildcat Hills Initiative - $3000, Nebraska Wildlife Rehab, INC.- $2675, and Sheridan Elementary School in Lincoln - $3000.

The Nebraska Environmental Public Information and Education MiniGrant Program  awards MiniGrants of up to $3,000 each, to support the presentation and dissemination of information and perspectives that will stimulate enhanced environmental stewardship in any category eligible for Nebraska Environmental Trust (NET) funding.  These categories are habitat, surface and ground water, waste management, air quality, and soil management.  The grant expands dialogue on important current conservation topics and provides information on emerging or highly useful conservation methods.  All Nebraska individuals, private organizations, and public entities are eligible to apply for these funds.  Application deadline for 2010 second quarter applications is Friday, April 9th, 2010.  Third quarter applications are due July 9, 2010.  Grant forms and information can be found on our website, www.neacadsci.org.  Click on Information and then click on PIE Grants.  

The Nebraska Legislature created the Nebraska Environmental Trust in 1992. Using revenue from the Nebraska Lottery, the Trust has provided over $142 million in grants to 1,134 projects across the state. Anyone – citizens, organizations, communities, farmers and businesses – can apply for funding to protect habitat, improve water quality and establish recycling programs in Nebraska. The Nebraska Environmental Trust works to preserve, protect and restore our natural resources for future generations.  http://www.environmentaltrust.org/											[image: NETlogo_color]
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